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From the PTO Leadership Team

Welcome back to another great year! We

hope that everyone is settling nicely into the

new school year. We're excited to kick off
this first issue of the Litchfield PTO
Newsletter, serving the Litchfield Center
School and Intermediate School

communities. We want to warmly welcome

back our principals, Andrienne Longobucco
and Jennifer Marinelli, and the wonderful
teachers and staff at both LIS and LCS.
They’ve all been working hard to give the
2009-2010 year a great start.

This year the Parent Teacher Organization
(PTO) has lots of new faces, including the
PTO Leadership Team. We’re looking
forward to working with you to bring new
energy and ideas to make PTO a valuable
resource for the school community. We're
supported by the tremendous help and
involvement of the PTO Committee Chairs
and volunteers who inspire us with
everything that they accomplish. Every
parent/ guardian is a member of the PTO —

no forms to fill out or dues to pay. Everyone
is welcome and invited to participate to help

us make the Litchfield PTO the best that it
can be. Volunteer opportunities are always

available and any amount of time is
appreciated.

We have many exciting and fun activities
planned for this year — from the fall
Daughter Dance to Family Night to the
Winter/Spring Book Fairs — just to name a
few.

Featured in this issue are updates on PTO
activities, news and upcoming events,
along with other helpful information. We
hope you'll find it useful. Let us know
what you think — we want to hear from
YOU - what’s going well, what needs
improvement, what do you want to see
from your PTO?

We are proud to support the students,
teachers, and staff of LCS and LIS and
we’re excited to work together with you
to make this year a wonderful experience
for children and parents alike.

Be sure to save the date for our next
regular PTO meeting in January — we
hope to see you there!

Mark Your Calendar: Upcoming PTO Meetings

We had a great turnout for our first PTO

meeting of the school year on Sept 21%. We

were excited to see such great involvement
and interest from everyone!

Our next scheduled PTO meeting is on
January 25, 2010. We're pleased to have on
the agenda a visit from Superintendent

Deborah Wheeler who has offered to review

the 2009-2010 District budget and provide
an overview of the District’s strategic

planning process, centered around the
theme of building “21°" Century Skills.”

For May’s meeting, we’ll be co-
sponsoring a special session with LHS’s
Student Teacher Parent Council focusing
on Internet Safety — a valuable and timely
topic. If you have any ideas for meeting
topics, frequency, or suggestions to
improve, please contacts anyone on the
PTO Leadership Team.




Treasurer’s Rep

At our September PTO meeting, Joanne Moore, our PTO
Treasurer (and everyone’s favorite LCS Librarian!) provided an

overview of the Litchfield PTO Budget for the 2009 — 2010 school

year. The projected income from PTO fundraising and donations
is $14,500 and our projected expenses total $17,500. We hope
to fill that gap with successful fundraising events this year.

Did you know that PTO’s budget goes directly back into school
programming and support? The majority of the budget goes to
support “Cultural Enrichment” programming for K-6 students.

Library Support Funding
(Technology Initiatives, Online
Services, Books)

Financial Assistance
(School Pictures, Books, etc)

Where does PTO funding go?

This year, K-6 grade levels will each receive $1000 funding to be
used at their discretion for special activities such as field trips,
onsite programs, speakers or other educational experiences.
Last year, PTO supported a variety of cultural awareness
programs for LCS and LIS, including an Asian storyteller, a dancer
from India, drummers from Africa, a Civil War presenter. PTO
also provides funding to support students in need, a Principals
fund, funds for classroom supplies, and support for our two
school libraries with K-6 technology initiatives, online services,
and books. ...All of these programs are made possible by YOUR
continued support..THANK YOU!

Innisbrook Wrapping Paper Fundraiser

PTO relies on the annual Innisbrook Wrapping Paper Fundraiser
to raise the majority of the budget needed to support the PTO’s
activities. This year’s fundraiser generated $7,389 in profits,
lower than previous years, but still very good given the
continuing impact that the economy has had on families’
budgets. We want to thank all the students and families who
worked hard on
the fundraiser
this year — your
contributions
will enable us to
continue to offer
valuable
programs for
students. A big
thank you to Co-Chairs Deb Thompson and Paula Grabowski,
who did an amazing job organizing this year’s campaign. Please
send us your thoughts on the Innisbrook fundraiser — do you
think it is time for a change or should it be continued? Did you
like the products offered? Let us know what you think!
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Send us your ideas!

Do you have an idea for a fundraiser that you think would be a
great idea for PTO? We want to limit the amount of fundraisers
we do while maintaining and expanding the level of support we
provide to the school community, so we’re always looking for
fresh ideas for fundraising. Your feedback is critical to helping
us continue to support these important programs. Please
contact any one on the PTO Leadership or Committee Teams
with your ideas!

2009 — 2010 PTO Leadership Team

Committee Committee Chair(s) | Phone Number

and Committee Chairs

Leadership Team

Phone Number

Lisa Stockno (Chair)

860-484-4269

Colleen Battiste
(Chair)

860-567-2432

Brenda Barnes

860-567-5679

Kristi Morgan

860-484-4612

Stacy Morgan

203-558-2025

Christina Neary

860-567-1183

Pamela Orde

860-307-1873

Amy Sobek

860-361-6130

Alison Tieman

860-567-2044

Tonya Tranquillo

860-283-4156

Teacher Member

Phone Number

Christopher Clark
(LCS)

860-567-7510

Joanne Moore (LCS)
Treasurer

860-567-7510

Christopher Stupak
(LIS) Secretary

860-567-7520

If you're
interested in
volunteering
for any of the
PTO
committees,
please contact
the Committee
Chair(s)! Help
is always
needed and
appreciated!

) Jackie Decker 860-283-849
Back to School Social Elvira Butler 860-283-4741
Deb Thompson 860-361-632

Wrapping Paper Fundraiser

Paula Grabowski

860-5675117

Family Directory

Jennifer Johnson

860-283-2343

School Pictures

Gayle Larrabee

860-283-6347

Daughter Dance

Jeff Legendre

860-283-5486

Winter Book Fair (LCS)

Brenda Barnes

860-567-5679

Winter Book Fair Social (LSC)

Lori Legendre

860-283-5486

Winter Book Fair (LIS)

Tara Roveto

860-361-6091

Winter Book Fair Social (LIS)

Colleen Battiste

860-567-2432

Family Bingo Night

Karen Hussey

860-361-9517

Son Event

Jackie Decker
Elvira Butler

860-283-849
860-283-4741

Spring Book Fair (LCS)

Brenda Barnes

860-567-5679

Spring Book Fair Social (LSC)

Lisa Stockno

860-484-4269

Spring Book Fair (LIS)

Tara Roveto

860-361-6091

Spring Book Fair Social (LIS)

Colleen Battiste

860-567-2432

Teacher Appreciation (LCS)

Nadene McDermott-
Stevenson

860-361-6271

Teacher Appreciation (LIS)

Jennine Gorman

860-567-0655

Board of Education Liaison

Joanne Moore

860-567-7510

PTO Newsletter

Christina Neary

860-567-1183

Clothing Fundraiser

Stacy Morgan
Christina Neary

203-558-2025
860-567-1183

LHS STPC Liaison

Lisa Warner

860-283-7456




Committee Updates

Daughter Dance
Jeff and LofLegendreCommitteeChais

On Saturday, November 7th the PTO hosted the Annual
Daughter Dance. We are proud to say that this year’s dance was
attended by nearly 300 guests! The dance was held at the
Litchfield Community Center. The daughters and their special
guests enjoyed dancing to
fun music provided by a
DJ from Boppers and
learned new dance moves
from the dancer that
accompanied him! They
also took time out from
dancing to get special
pictures taken by Ken
Stabile Photography! The
PTO relies heavily on parent volunteers and donations to put on
large functions like the daughter dance. We sincerely appreciate
the very generous donations that were given at the dance as
well as the donations of gift baskets prizes that were awarded to
some lucky girls! This year the amount of gift basket donations
nearly TRIPLED. Thank you to those of you who made all of
these generous donations! We also would like to thank all of the
parent volunteers who helped out by providing all kinds of
yummy treats and refreshments at the dance as well as those
who helped out the night of the event!

PTO Winter Book Fair

Brenda Barnes, Lori Legendt€S CG€hais, Tara Roveto, LIS
Chair

Mark your calendars for the PTO Winter Book Fair, scheduled
for Tuesday through Friday, December 1 — 4, 2009 at the Center

\(/'% School and LIS libraries!
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We'll kick the Book Fair off with a special
Center School eveningof PJ* s and
Chocolate on Tuesday, December 1% from
5:30 — 7:30 pm —including bedtime
stories read by local “celebrities,”
cookies and hot chocolate in the LCS
cafeterial

Wednesday night, December an, come to the Hickory Stick
Evening Event at the Hickory Stick Book Shop in Washington
from 5:30 — 8:30 pm. You might try any one of the local
restaurants and then enjoy a family evening of shopping at
Hickory Stick — all sales are credited toward the PTO Book Fair
fundraising effort! Cash and personal checks will be accepted
throughout the Book Fair.

Volunteers needed! Please contact the Book Fair Committee
Chairs or look for sign up in the next few weeks.

PTO Picture Day
Gayle LarrabeeCommitteeChair

We would like to thank everyone for
supporting PTO Picture Day. The
children looked wonderful all dressed
up, with their beautiful smiles. If your
child was absent on PTO Picture
Day, Make Up Day for

both LIS and LCS is Thursday,
Nov 19" —be sure to send in your child’s envelope with
payment. Also, if you are not satisfied with your child’s pictures,
you may have them retaken on Make Up Day. This year’s PTO
Picture Day process was a bit of a change from past years.
Please send your feedback on the process, quality of pictures,
packages, etc., to PTO Picture Day Chair Gayle Larrabee at
gglarr@optonline.net.

In January, the PTO will begin soliciting bids from several
photographers for PTO Picture Day 2010, and your feedback is
important to us in making our selection for next year. If you
would like to be part of the Picture Day Committee and assist
with the review, please contact Gayle Larrabee.

School Spirit Fundraiser!
Stacy Morgan, Christina Neary
Committee CeChairs

We're pleased to announce a great
new School Spirit Wear fundraiser
that will allow everyone to show their
support for Center School and LIS!

e

We will have a great selection to choose from, courtesy of
Sportsmen’s of Litchfield — including customized t-shirts (long
and short sleeved), fleece vests, fleece jackets, and hoodies — all
available with either LCS or Litchfield School logos.

Watch for additional information in the coming weeks from PTO
—and be sure to come by the Winter Book Fair to view samples!

Got news?

If you have ideas or an article to submit for the next issue of the
PTO Newsletter, please send email to Christina Neary at
christina.neary@gmail.com.

Check us out on the web!

Be sure to check out the new PTO Webpage for this newsletter
and other updates throughout the month — accessible from the
LCS or LIS home pages at http://www.litchfieldschools.org/
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November 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Veteran’s Day
NO SCHOOL
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
EARLY DISMISSAL PTO Picture Make-
Up Day
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Thanksgiving Recess | Thanksgiving Recess | Thanksgiving Recess
NO SCHOOL NO SCHOOL NO SCHOOL
29 30
December 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
PTO Winter Book PTO Winter Book PTO Winter Book PTO Winter Book
Fair Fair Fair Fair
PJs & Hot Chocolate Hickory Stick Event
@LCS 5:30-7:30 pm 5:30-8:30 pm
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
EARLY DISMISSAL Report Cards Issued
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
LIS Winter Concert
LIS Auditorium
6:30 pm
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
WINTER BREAK WINTER BREAK WINTER BREAK
27 28 29 30 31
WINTER BREAK WINTER BREAK WINTER BREAK WINTER BREAK
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