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Entering Kindergarten

Aylesworth, Jim Naughty Little Monkeys Twenty-six monkeys get into mischief when their
parents go out for the evening in this rhyming alphabet
book.

Freeman, Don Norman The Doorman Norman, the doorman of a mouse hole in an art

museum, uses his own art talent and finds a way to
see the art treasures in the galleries upstairs.

Henkes, Kevin Old Bear When Old Bear falls asleep for the winter, he has a
dream that he is a cub again, enjoying each of the four
seasons.

Hest, Amy Off to School, Baby Duck! Baby Duck experiences the fear of the first day of
school, but with a little help from Grampa, everything
turns out okay in the end.




Hutchins, Pat

The Doorbell rang

Each time the doorbell rings, more and more people
come to share Ma’s homemade cookies.

Martin, Bill

Chicka Chicka Boom Boom

Presents a rhyming alphabet rhyme books that relates
the story of what happens when the whole alphabet
tries to climb a coconut tree.

Penn, Audrey

The Kissing Hand

Chester Raccoon is afraid to attend kindergarten until
his mother shows him a special way to take her love
along.

Rosen, Michael

We’re going on a Bear Hunt

A bear hunting family goes through obstacles before
meeting up with a bear.

Sierra, Judy

Wild about Books

A librarian named Mavis McGrew introduces the
animals in the zoo to the joy of reading when she
drives her bookmobile to the zoo by mistake.

Slate, Joseph

Miss Bindergarten gets ready
for Kindergarten

Introduces the letters of the alphabet as Miss
Bindergarten and her students get ready for
kindergarten.

Series

Bridwell, Norman

Clifford, the big red dog

Introduction to the alphabet and numbers by the big
red dog.

Capucelli, Alyssa

Biscuit

Adventures of Biscuit the puppy.

Carlson, Nancy

Look Out, Kindergarten

Even though Henry is looking forward to going to
kindergarten, he is not sure about staying once he first
gets there.

Hill, Eric Spot Stories about Spot the dog.
Willems, Mo Knuffle Bunny Stories of a little girl named Trixie and her stuffed

animal “Knuffle Bunny”.

Wood, Audrey

Alphabet

Stories that invite participation and promote letter
recognition.
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Entering Grade 1

Ashley, Bernard

Cleversticks

Wishing he had something to be clever at like each of
the other children in his class, Ling Sung discovers the
others admire his skill at using chopsticks.

Burton, Virginia Lee

Mike Mulligan and his steam
shovel

Originally published 1939. Although Mike Mulligan's
steam shovel is too old fashioned to compete with
newer models, the people of Popperville find a way to
keep them working.

Christelow, Eileen

Where’s the big bad wolf?

Detective Doggedly, a pair of cows, and a sheep who
looks very familiar are all nearby each time three pigs
get in trouble, but the big bad wolf is conspicuously
absent.

Fox, Mem Koala Lou A young koala, longing to hear her mother speak
lovingly to her as she did before other children came
along, plans to win her distracted parent's attention.

Graham, Bob Dimity Dumpty: the story of Humpty Dumpty's little sister is too shy to be part of

Humpty’s little sister

her family's circus act, but she finds courage when her
brother needs her help.

Henkes, Kevin

Chester’s Way

Chester and Wilson share the same exact way of doing




things, until Lilly moves into the neighborhood and
shows them that new ways can be just as good.

Hoban, Russell

A Baby Sister for Frances

Frances is jealous of the attention her new baby sister
gets from everyone.

McAllister, Angela

Trust me, Mom!

Ollie tries to be safe and polite on his first walk to the
corner store alone, even when scary creatures appear
on the way.

Rylant, Cynthia

The Relatives came

The relatives come to visit from Virginia and everyone
has a wonderful time.

Williams, Vera B.

A Chair for my Mother

A child, her waitress mother, and her grandmother
save dimes to buy a comfortable armchair after all
their furniture is lost in a fire.

Zion, Gene

Harry, the dirty dog

A little dog runs away because he hates baths and is
so dirty when he returns that no one recognizes him.

Series

Gay, Mary-Louise

Stella and Sam

The sweet and funny relationship of Stella and her
curious, little brother Sam--he asks a million little-
brother questions and she patiently answers them in a
big-sister kind of way!

Hoban, Russell

Frances

The many adventures about Frances the badger.

Lobel, Arnold

Frog and Toad

Frog and Toad are best friends they do everything
together.

Mayer, Mercer

First Readers

Join the Little Critters in their activities throughout the
days and seasons.

Numeroff, Laura

If you give a....

Describes a series of increasingly far-fetched events
that might occur if...

Rylant, Cynthia

Henry and Mudge

The fun-filled adventures of Henry and his big, lovable
dog named Mudge.
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Entering Grade 2

Ada, Alma Flor

Dear Peter Rabbit

Presents letters between such fairy tale characters as
Goldilocks, Baby Bear, Peter Rabbit, and the Three
Pigs.

Banks, Kate

Max’s Words

When Max cuts out words from magazines and
newspapers, collecting them the way his brothers
collect stamps and coins, they all learn about words,
sentences, and storytelling.

DiCamillo, Kate

Louise: adventures of a
chicken

Longing for adventure, intrepid Louise leaves her
comfortable nest and goes to sea.

Gay, Marie-Louise

Stella, Fairy of the Forest

Stella and her little brother Sam share a wonderful day
in the forest where she tries to spur him to be more
adventurous.

Gibbons, Gail

Knights in Shining Armor

Describes the life of a medieval knight, the weapons
they used in battle, and the components of their armor.

Graham, Bob

How to heal a broken wing

When Will finds a bird with a broken wing, he takes it
home and cares for it, hoping in time it will be able to
return to the sky.

Paulsen, Gary

Canoe Days

A canoe ride on a northern lake during a summer day




reveals the quiet beauty and wonder of nature in and
around the peaceful water.

Pearson, Emily

Ordinary Mary’s
extraordinary deed

A young girl's good deed is multiplied as it is passed on
by those who have been touched by the kindness of
others.

Rathman, Peggy

Officer Buckle and Gloria The children at Napville Elementary School always

ignore Officer Buckle's safety tips, until a police dog
named Gloria accompanies him when he gives his
safety speeches.

Tate, Lindsey

Kate Larkin, the bone

expert

When Kate breaks her arm, she learns all about bones,
from how x-rays work to how bones heal, and by the
time she gets her cast removed at the end of the
summer, she is an expert. Includes related activities
and glossary.

Series

Barrows, Annie

Ivy and Bean

Ivy and Bean are BFF’s who enjoy lots of adventures together.

Child, Lauren

Clarice Bean
Guess Who'’s
Babysitting?

When her Uncle Ted, the fireman, comes to stay with Clarice
and her brothers and sister while her mother is away, things
get somewhat hectic.

DiCamillo, Kate

Mercy Watson
Goes for a Ride

Mr. Watson's usual Saturday drive in his Cadillac with his
favorite pig, Mercy, turns into an adventure when an
unexpected passenger shows up in the back seat and Mercy
finds herself behind the wheel.

Howe, James

Pinky and Rex

Rex and her best friend Pinky, each the proud possessor of
twenty-seven stuffed animals or dinosaurs, find their visit to
the museum and its gift shop complicated by Pinky's little
sister Amanda.

Peterson, John

The Littles

The adventures of the Littles, a tiny family who live secretly
inside the home of Mr. and Mrs. Bigg.

Preller, James

Jigsaw Jones Mystery

Puzzle-crazy Jigsaw Jones searches for clues and pieces them
together to solve the mystery. Line-art brings additional
humor and warmth to these chapter-books.
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Dahl, Roald

Matilda

Five-year-old genius Matilda finds it easy to get around her
horrible parents; however, she meets her match with Miss
Trunchbull, the headmistress at her school.

Fleischman, Paul

Glass slipper, gold
sandal: a worldwide

Cinderella

Maps on endpapers. A retelling of the "Cinderella" story based
on a variety of folk traditions, including elements from
Mexico, Iran, Korea, Russia, Appalachia, and other countries
and regions.

George, Jean Craighead

Look to the North:
A Wolf Pup Diary

Brief diary entries that mark the passage of the seasons
introduce the events in the lives of three wolves as they grow
from helpless pups to participants in their small pack's hunt.

Hurst, Carol Otis

Rocks in His Head

A young man has a lifelong love of rock collecting that
eventually leads him to work at a science museum.

Keating, Frank

Theodore

Includes bibliographical references. A biography of Theodore
Roosevelt that imagines the president looking back on his life,
describing his childhood, his youthful journeys throughout
the world, his experiences as a leader, and the value he
placed on knowledge, adventure, originality, and integrity.




Knight, Joan

Charlotte in Giverny

While living in France in 1892, Charlotte, a young American
girl, writes a journal of her experiences including those
among the Impressionist painters at the artist colony of
Giverny.

Mortenson, Greg

Listen to the wind : the
story of Dr. Greg and the
three cups of tea

A children's book that tells the story of Dr. Greg Mortenson's
promise to build a school in a remote Himalayan village after
the villagers saved his life.

Pennypacker, Sara

Clementine’s Letter

After learning that her favorite teacher will be leaving for a
trip to Egypt and will be absent for the remainder of the year,
Clementine devises a plan to get rid of the substitute and get
Mr. D'Matz to stay.

St. George, Judith

The Journey of: the one
and only Declaration of
Independence

Includes bibliographical references. An illustrated
introduction to the Declaration of Independence, from its
origin to its final home in the National Archives.

Saint-Lot, Katia Novet

Amadi’s Snowman

As a young Igbo man, Amadi does not understand why his
mother insists he learn to read, since he already knows his
numbers and will be a businessman one day, but an older
boy teaches him the value of learning about the world
through books.

Series

Birney, Betty G.

Humphrey the Hamster

Humphrey, pet hamster at Longfellow School, learns
that he has an important role to play in helping his
classmates and teacher.

Kinney, Jeff

Diary of a Wimpy Kid
a novel in cartoons

Greg records his sixth grade experiences in a middle
school where he and his best friend, Rowley,
undersized weaklings amid boys who need to shave
twice daily, hope just to survive, but when Rowley
grows more popular, Greg must take drastic measures
to save their friendship.

McDonald, Megan

Judy Moody was in a
mood. Not a good mood. A
bad mood.

Third grader Judy Moody is in a first day of school bad
mood until she gets an assignment to create a collage
all about herself and begins creating her masterpiece,
the Me collage.

Moss, Marissa

Amelia

Through words and drawings, Amelia fills her journal
with musings on subjects close to girls' hearts and
funny bones and inspires readers to want to create
their own notebooks. "Amelia" is featured in American
Girl magazine.

Stilton, Geronimo

Geronimo Stilton

Although mouse-journalist Geronimo runs a newspaper
on Mouse Island, his true passion is writing exciting,
fun-filled tales of adventure, which he gladly shares
with his readers.

Willey, Margaret

Clever Beatrice

Engaging tales of adventure about Upper Peninsula's
sharp-witted heroine, Clever Beatrice.




Books Can Take You Places

Join the Summer
Post Card Partnership!
Grade 4-5

Howe, Peter

Waggit’s Tale , Waggit Again

Park, Linsa Sue

Archer’s Quest

Cadell, Esme Raji

Diary of a Fairy Godmother

Helfer, Ralph

The World’s Greatest Elephant

Sanderson, Brandon

Alcatraz Versus the Evil Librarians

Urban, Linda

A Crooked Kind of Perfect

Martin, Ann M.

A Dog’s Life: The Autobiography of a Stray

McKissack, Pat

A Friendship for Today

Lisle, Janet Taylor

Highway Cats

O’Connor, Barbara

How to Steal a Dog: a novel

Selznick, Brian

The Invention of Hugo Cabret: A Novel in Words and Pictures

Clements, Andrew

Lost and Found

Clements, Andrew

Room One: A Mystery or Two

Hobbs, Valerie

Sheep

Korman, Gordon

Swindle

Stadler, Alexander

Trash Crisis on Earth!

Lombard, Jenny

Drita, my Homegirl

Harper, Charise Mericle

Just Grace

Feldman, Jody

The Gollywhopper Games

Dowell, Frances O'Roark.

Phineas L. Macguire-- erupts!

Cabot, Meg

Moving Day

Books Can Take You Places

Join the Summer
Post Card Partnership!
Grade 5-6

Ibbotson, Eva

The Beasts of Clawstone Castle

Claybourne, Anna

100 Most Dangerous Things on the Planet

Hoffman, Alice

Aquamarine

Lord, Cynthia

Rules

Hall, Spears and Young

Tales of the Cryptids: Creatures that May or May Not Exist

Riordin, Rick

The 39 Steps




Riordin, Rick The Maze of Bones
Anderson, Laurie Halse Chains

Beaty, Andrea Cicada Summer
Cameron, Ann Colibri

Gordon, Roderick Deeper

Smith, Roland

Elephant Run

Mass, Wendy

Every Soul a Star: a novel

Kehret, Peg

The Ghost’s Grave

Hobbs, Will Go Big or Go Home

Gaiman, Neil The Graveyard Book

Scieszka, Jon Knucklehead: tall tales &mostly true stories about growing up Scieszka
Lupica, Mike The Big Field

Horowitz, Anthony Necropolis

Beil, Michael D. The Red Blazer Girls: The Ring of Rocamadour

Lord, Cynthia Rules

Duble, Kathleen Benner The Sacrifice

Hiaasen, Carl Scat

Carmen, Patrick

Skeleton Creek

Gorman, Carol

Stumptown Kid

Lerangis, Peter

The Sword Thief

Gibson, Sarah P.

The Truth About Horses, Friends, and My Life as a Coward

Gordon, Roderick

Tunnels

Lin, Grace

The Year of the Dog

REQUIRED: Students should read one, age-appropriate contemporary realistic fiction book of their choice. The summer
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letter will provide directions about the follow-up project which will be completed during the first week of school.

Supplementary Suggestions

Bauer, Joan

Squashed

Humor, agriculture and young love all come together in Joan Bauer's first novel,
set in rural lowa. Sixteen-year-old Ellie Morgan's life would be almost perfect if
she could just get her potentially prize-winning pumpkin to put on about 200
more pounds--and if she could take off 20 herself... in hopes of attracting Wes,
the new boy in town.

Boyne, John

Boy in the Striped Pajamas

Berlin, 1942. When Bruno returns home from school one day, he discovers that
his belongings are being packed in crates. His father has received a promotion and
the family must move from their home to a new house far, far away, where there
is no one to play with and nothing to do. A tall fence running alongside stretches
as far as the eye can see and cuts him off from the strange people he can see in




the distance. But Bruno longs to be an explorer and decides that there must be
more to this desolate new place than meets the eye. While exploring his new
environment, he meets another boy whose life and circumstances are very
different than his own, and their meeting results in a friendship that has
devastating consequences.

Brashares, Ann

Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants Series

Lena, Carmen, Bridget, and Tibby have been through a lot together. But even after
traveling across the world to keep these four very different friends connected, the
pants remain strong, uncuffed—and remarkably flattering. Relive the magic of the
pants with these four novels of strength, heartbreak, love, family, and friendship.

Carbone, Elisa

Blood on the River

Samuel Collier comes to the New World as Captain John Smith’s page. His
experiences in the founding of Jamestown and the evolving relationship with the
Algonquin tribes make for a fascinating book with many details culled from first-
hand accounts.

Colfer, Eoin

Artemis Fow! Series

Fantastic stuff from beginning to end, Artemis Fowils a rip-roaring, 21st-century
romp of the highest order. The author has let his imagination run riot by
combining folklore, fantasy, and a fistful of high-tech funk in an outrageously
devilish book that would well do for fairies what Harry Potter has done for
wizardry. But be warned: this is no gentle frolic, so don't be fooled by the fairy
subject matter. Instead, what we have here is well-written, sophisticated, rough
'n' tumble storytelling with enough high-octane attitude to make it a seriously
cool read for anyone over the age of 10.

Cummings, Priscilla

Red Kayak

Living near the water on Maryland’s Eastern Shore, thirteen year-old Brady and
his best friends J.T. and Digger become entangled in a tragedy which tests their
friendship and their ideas about right and wrong.

Horowitz, Anthony

Alex Rider Series

Alex Rider is not a "typical" teenager. Following the untimely death of his beloved
uncle, Alex is recruited by Britain's top-secret intelligence agency to investigate
some of the most high profile and dangerous men in the world. Alex is quite
reluctant to take on such a huge responsibility, and who can blame him? He's only
14 years old and he has his entire life ahead of him; more importantly, he needs
time to mourn his tragic loss. Ultimately though, Alex chooses to accept his
mission and help rid the world of evil.

Taken from http://www.kidsreads.com/serisgriesalex_rider.asp

Martin, Ann M.

A Corner of the Universe

The summer Hattie turns 12 her predictable small-town life is turned on end
when her uncle Adam returns home for the first time in over ten years. Hattie has
never met him, never known about him. He's been institutionalized; his condition
involves schizophrenia and autism. Hattie, a shy girl who prefers the company of
adults, takes immediately to her excitable uncle, even when the rest of the family
-- her parents and grandparents -- have trouble dealing with his intense way of
seeing the world. And Adam, too, sees that Hattie is special, that her quiet, shy
ways are not a disability.




Olson, Gretchen Call Me Hope

As 11-year-old Hope struggles to live under the pressures of her verbally abusive
mother, she's tempted to run away but instead chooses resilience. She creates a
secret safe haven and an innovative point system (giving herself points for every
bad thing her mother says to her); finds comfort and inspiration from Anne Frank,
The Diaryf a Young Girbnd gains a support team. Ultimately, Hope is able to
confront her mother about her hurtful words and to help her begin to change.

This is an engaging, satisfying novel, about an important and not widely-
understood issue, that will touch and inspire readers.

Philbrick, Rod Freak the Mighty

A wonderful story of triumph over imperfection, shame, and loss. Large, awkward,
learning-disabled Maxwell Kane, whose father is in prison for murdering his
mother, and crippled, undersized Kevin are both mocked by their peers; the cruel
taunting they endure is all too realistic and believable. The boys establish a
friendship and a partnership. Kevin defends them with his intelligence, while Max
is his friend's "legs," affording him a chance to participate in the larger world.
Inspired by tales of King Arthur, they become knights fighting for good and true
causes. But Kevin's illness progresses, and when he dies, Max is left with the
memories of an extraordinary relationship and, perhaps, the insight to think
positively about himself and his future.

*** All book descriptions are taken from Amazon.com or a local library web site.
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REQUIRED: Students should read age and interest appropriate books of their choice. Multiple genres are

recommended. The summer letter will provide directions for the writing assignment which will be due the first day of
school.

Supplementary Suggestions

Collins, Suzanne The Hunger Games

Katniss is a 16-year-old girl living with her mother and younger sister in the poorest
district of Panem, the remains of what used be the United States. Long ago the
districts waged war on the Capitol and were defeated. As part of the surrender
terms, each district agreed to send one boy and one girl to appear in an annual
televised event called, "The Hunger Games." The terrain, rules, and level of
audience participation may change but one thing is constant: kill or be killed. When
Kat's sister is chosen by lottery, Kat steps up to go in her place.

Flanagan, John wky3ISNRa ! LIWINBYGAOS { SNASa

Set in the mythical land of Araluen, the series follows the adventures of Will, a
small and lively 15 year old boy living in medieval Castle Redmont.

Rejected for training as a warrior-knight, Will is apprenticed instead to the Ranger
Corps —a mysterious group who act as the King’s eyes and ears throughout




Araluen and beyond its shores.

As an Apprentice Ranger, Will is trained to be an expert archer and knife thrower,
as well as a warrior who learns the art of silent, unseen movement, tracking and
concealment. Gradually, a bond develops between the garrulous, inquisitive Will
and his grim-faced mentor, Halt — renowned as one of the greatest of all Rangers.

Description taken from http://www.rangersapprentice.com/

Hiaasen, Carl

Scat

Mrs. Bunny Starch, the most feared biology teacher ever, was last seen during a
field trip to Black Vine Swamp. The school’s headmaster and the police seem to
have accepted the sketchy, unsigned note explaining that her absence is due to a
“family emergency.” There’s no real evidence of foul play. But still, Nick and Marta
don’t buy it. Something weird is definitely going on.

McAulay, Alex

Oblivion Road

Courtney Stanton thinks she's on just another ski trip with her friends -- until a
horrific car accident strands them all on an isolated Colorado road during a
blizzard. Frightened but alive, Courtney and her companions discover an
abandoned vehicle nearby, and seek help. But the vehicle turns out to be a prison
van, with the inmates missing, and the guard's dead body in the front seat.

Soon after, a stumbling figure emerges from the snow, a handcuffed refugee from
the van. He says he's been in prison for selling meth, but that he once served in the
army. Dare they trust him? He pleads innocence about the guard's murder, warns
them about the other fugitives, and promises he will help guide them out of the
wilderness. But as the group begins a nightmare trek across the frozen landscape,
they start to get the feeling he hasn't told them the entire truth, and someone -- or
something -- is secretly watching their every move.

Scott, Michael

The Alchemyst: The Secrets of the Immortal Nicholas Flamel

When 15-year-old twins Josh and Sophie inadvertently become involved in a plot
to steal the CodexXrom their friend Nick Fleming (aka Nicholas Flamel), they are
propelled into a fantasy world of golems, wereboars, and many other creatures
that inhabit the netherworld between good and evil. Also known as the Book of
Abraham the Mae, the Codexontains the secret formula for eternal youth, but
that's just one of the book's wild powers that fuel the twins' adventures.

Wittlinger, Ellen

Blind Faith

Fifteen-year-old Elizabeth has always envied the bond that her distracted, artistic
mother shared with Elizabeth's grandmother, Bunny, and wonders, "How come |
wasn't part of this chain of mother-daughter best friends too?" Then Bunny dies,
and Elizabeth feels even more shut out as her mother sinks into a consuming grief.
Only visits to a nearby spiritualist church, where members claim to channel the
dead, seem to cheer Liz's mom, but the church brings increasing friction with Liz's
atheist dad. A fragile romance with Nathan, her new 16-year-old neighbor, helps
Liz begin to talk about her complicated feelings.

Zevin, Gabrielle

Elsewhere

Welcome to Elsewhere. It is warm, with a breeze, and the beaches are marvelous.
It’s quiet and peaceful. You can’t get sick or any older. Curious to see new paintings




by Picasso? Swing by one of Elsewhere’s museums. Need to talk to someone about
your problems? Stop by Marilyn Monroe’s psychiatric practice.  Elsewhere is
where fifteen-year-old Liz Hall ends up, after she has died. It is a place so like Earth,
yet completely different. Here Liz will age backward from the day of her death until
she becomes a baby again and returns to Earth. But Liz wants to turn sixteen, not
fourteen again. She wants to get her driver’s license. She wants to graduate from
high school and go to college. And now that she’s dead, Liz is being forced to live a
life she doesn’t want with a grandmother she has only just met. And it is not going
well. How can Liz let go of the only life she has ever known and embrace a new
one? Is it possible that a life lived in reverse is no different from a life lived
forward? This moving, often funny book about grief, death, and loss will stay
with the reader long after the last page is turned.

*** All book descriptions are taken from Amazon.com or a local library web site.
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All suggested titles below connect in some way to the first unit of study ¢ éFreedom and Poweré @
book from the list or another of your choice that relates to this unit.

Avi Nothing But the Truth

Patriotism or practical joke? Ninth-grade student Philip Malloy was suspended
from school for singing along to The StaiSpangled Bannen his homeroom,
causing what his teacher, Margaret Narwin, called "a disturbance." But was he
standing up for his patriotic ideals, only to be squelched by the school system?
Was Ms. Narwin simply trying to be a good teacher? Or could it all be just a
misunderstanding gone bad -- very bad? What is the truth here? Can it ever be
known?

Heroism, hoax, or mistake, what happened at Harrison High changes everything
for everyone in ways no one -- least of all Philip -- could have ever predicted.

Fusco, Kimberly Tending to Grace

Lenore is Cornelia’s mother—and Cornelia’s fix-up project. What does it matter
that Cornelia won’t talk to anyone and is always stuck in the easiest English class
at school, even though she’s read more books than anyone else? She feels strong
in the fixing. She cooks vegetable soup so Lenore will eat something other than
Ring Dings; she lures her out of bed with strong coffee and waffles. She looks
after the house when Lenore won’t get out of bed at all.

So when Lenore and her boyfriend take off for Vegas leaving Cornelia behind
with eccentric Aunt Agatha, all Cornelia can do is wait for her to come back. Aunt

Agatha sure doesn’t want any fixing.

Maybe this time it’s Cornelia who could use it?

/| K224as



Gantos, Jack

Hole in My Life

Jack Gantos' riveting memoir of the 15 months he spent as a young man in
federal prison for drug smuggling is more than a harrowing, scared-straight
confession: it is a beautifully realized story about the making of a writer. As
Gantos himself notes: "It [prison] is where | went from thinking about becoming
a writer, to writing." His examination of the process--including his unsparing
portrayal of his fears, failings, and false starts--is brilliant and breathtaking in its
candor and authenticity. Particularly fascinating is his generous use of literary
allusions to everything from Baudelaire to Billy Budd, which subtly yet richly
dramatize how he evolved from a reader who became a character in the books
he was reading to a writer and a character in his own life story. Gantos' spare
narrative style and straightforward revelation of the truth have, together, a
cumulative power that will capture not only a reader's attention but also
empathy and imagination. This is great for every aspiring writer and also a
wonderful biography for teens struggling to discover their deepest, truest selves.

Hautman, Peter

Rash

It's late in the twenty-first century, and the United Safer States of America
(USSA) has become a nation obsessed with safety. For Bo Marsten, a teenager
who grew up in the USSA, it's all good. He knows the harsh laws were created to
protect the people. But when Bo's temper flares out of control and he's
sentenced to three years of manual labor, he's not so down with the law
anymore.

Bo's forced to live and work in a factory in the Canadian tundra. The warden
running the place is totally out of his mind, and cares little for his inmates' safety.
Bo will have to decide what's worse: a society that locks people up for road rage,
or a prison where the wrong move could make you polar bear food.

Martel, Yann

Life of Pi

The son of a zookeeper, Pi Patel has an encyclopedic knowledge of animal
behavior and a fervent love of stories. When Pi is sixteen, his family emigrates
from India to North America aboard a Japanese cargo ship, along with their zoo
animals bound for new homes.

The ship sinks. Pi finds himself alone in a lifeboat, his only companions a hyena,
an orangutan, a wounded zebra, and Richard Parker, a 450-pound Bengal tiger.
Soon the tiger has dispatched all but Pi, whose fear, knowledge, and cunning
allow him to coexist with Richard Parker for 227 days while lost at sea. When
they finally reach the coast of Mexico, Richard Parker flees to the jungle, never to
be seen again. The Japanese authorities who interrogate Pi refuse to believe his
story and press him to tell them "the truth." After hours of coercion, Pi tells a
second story, a story much less fantastical, much more conventional--but is it
more true?

Strasser, Todd

The Wave

The Wavaes based on a true incident that occurred in a high school history class
in Palo Alto, California, in 1969.

The powerful forces of group pressure that pervaded many historic movements
such as Nazism are recreated in the classroom when history teacher Burt Ross
introduces a "new" system to his students. And before long "The Wave," with its




rules of "strength through discipline, community, and action ", sweeps from the
classroom through the entire school. And as most of the students join the
movement, Laurie Saunders and David Collins recognize the frightening
momentum of "The Wave" and realize they must stop it before it's too late.

Swarthout, Glendon | Bless the Beasts and Children

"Send Us a Boy -- We'll Send You a Cowboy!" is the slogan of the Box Canyon
Boys Camp. But for the nail biters, thumb suckers, and teeth grinders -- the cast-
away offspring of parents who are busy travelling, being divorced, remarrying,
and garnering fortunes -- it's just another place to face rejection. Until Cotton.

Cotton pulls them together. In a hot-wired pickup, he leads "the Bedwetters" on
a fantastic mission to save a heard of buffalo -- and in the process, to save
themselves. But as the raw red Arizona sun rises, they will discover the cost of
their one grand moment of glory...

Yang, Gene Luen American Born Chinese

Indie graphic novelist Gene Yang's intelligent and emotionally challenging
American Born Chéiseis made up of three individual plotlines: the determined
efforts of the Chinese folk hero Monkey King to shed his humble roots and be
revered as a god; the struggles faced by Jin Wang, a lonely Asian American
middle school student who would do anything to fit in with his white classmates;
and the sitcom plight of Danny, an All-American teen so shamed by his Chinese
cousin Chin-Kee (a purposefully painful ethnic stereotype) that he is forced to
change schools. Each story works well on its own, but Yang engineers a clever
convergence of these parallel tales into a powerful climax that destroys the
hateful stereotype of Chin-Kee, while leaving both Jin Wang and the Monkey
King satisfied and happy to be who they are.

*** All book descriptions are taken from Amazon.com or a local library web site.
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Brooks, Geraldine March

From Louisa May Alcott’s beloved classic Little Women Geraldine Brooks has
animated the character of the absent father, March, and crafted a story "filled
with the ache of love and marriage and with the power of war upon the mind and
heart of one unforgettable man" (Sue Monk Kidd). With "pitch-perfect writing"
(USA ToddyBrooks follows March as he leaves behind his family to aid the Union
cause in the Civil War. His experiences will utterly change his marriage and
challenge his most ardently held beliefs.

Coman, Carolyn Many Stones

Berry Morgan's older sister Laura was the one who got along best with their
father, even after he moved out. Their interest in world events and action kept
Berry on the outside. After college, Laura decided to work as a school volunteer in




Capetown, South Africa-and, in a nightmare straight from the headlines, was
brutally murdered. A year and a half later, Mr. Morgan arranges a trip to South
Africa, so they can attend Laura's memorial service. It is a trip that, if they let it,
will transform the two of them, and may break the long silence of grief so that
Berry and her father can finally begin to talk with each other.

2001 Michael L. Printz Honor Book

Johnson, Angela

The First Part Last

Bobby's a classic urban teenager. He's restless. He's impulsive. But the thing that
makes him different is this: He's going to be a father. His girlfriend, Nia, is
pregnant, and their lives are about to change forever. Instead of spending time
with friends, they'll be spending time with doctors, and next, diapers. They have
options: keeping the baby, adoption. They want to do the right thing.

2004 Michael L. Printz Award Winner

McDonald, Joyce

Swallowing Stones

It begins with a free and joyful act--but from then on, Michael finds it impossible
even to remember what it felt like to be free and joyful. When he fires his new
rifle into the air on his seventeenth birthday, he never imagines that the bullet
will end up killing someone. But a mile away, a man iskilled by that bullet as he
innocently repairs his roof. And Michael keeps desperately silent while he
watches his world crumble.

Meanwhile Jenna, the dead man's daughter, copes with desperation of her own.
Through her grief, she tries to understand why she no longer feels comfortable
with her boyfriend and why a near stranger named Michael keeps appearing in
her dreams.

Suspenseful and powerfully moving, this is the unforgettable story of an
accidental crime and its haunting web of repercussions.

Na, An

A Step From Heaven

When she is five, Young Ju Park and her family move from Korea to California.
During the flight, they climb so far into the sky she concludes they are on their
way to Heaven, that Heaven must be in America. Heaven is also where her
grandfather is. When she learns the distinction, she is so disappointed she wants
to go home to her grandmother. Trying to console his niece, Uncle Tim suggests
that maybe America can be "a step from Heaven." Life in America, however,
presents problems for Young Ju's family. Her father becomes depressed, angry,
and violent. Jobs are scarce and money is even scarcer. When her brother is born,
Young Ju experiences firsthand her father's sexism as he confers favored status
upon the boy who will continue to carry the Park name. In a wrenching climactic
scene, her father beats her mother so severely that Young Ju calls the police. Soon
afterward, her father goes away and the family begins to heal.

2002 Michael L. Printz Award Winne

Sofer, Dalia

The Septembers of Shiraz

In the aftermath of the Iranian revolution, rare-gem dealer Isaac Amin is arrested,
wrongly accused of being a spy. Terrified by his disappearance, his family must
reconcile a new world of cruelty and chaos with the collapse of everything they




have known. As Isaac navigates the terrors of prison, and his wife feverishly
searches for him, his children struggle with the realization that their family may
soon be forced to embark on a journey of incalculable danger.

*** All book descriptions are taken from Amazon.com or a local library web site.
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Haddon, Mark The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time

Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of the world and their
capitals and every prime number up to 7,057. Although gifted with a superbly
logical brain, Christopher is autistic. Everyday interactions and admonishments
have little meaning for him. At fifteen, Christopher’s carefully constructed world
falls apart when he finds his neighbor’s dog Wellington impaled on a garden
fork, and he is initially blamed for the killing.

Christopher decides that he will track down the real killer, and turns to his
favorite fictional character, the impeccably logical Sherlock Holmes, for
inspiration. But the investigation leads him down some unexpected paths and
ultimately brings him face to face with the dissolution of his parents’ marriage.
As Christopher tries to deal with the crisis within his own family, the narrative
draws readers into the workings of Christopher’s mind.

Mason, Bobby-Ann In Country

Sam Hughes, whose father was killed in Vietnam, lives in rural Kentucky with
her uncle Emmett, a veteran whom she suspects is suffering from exposure to
Agent Orange. Sam is a typical teenager, trying to choose a college, anticipating
a new job at the local Burger Boy, sharing intimacies with her friend Dawn,
breaking up with her high school boyfriend, and dealing with her feelings for
Tom, one of Emmett's buddies. Sam feels that her life is bound to the war in
Vietnam and becomes obsessed with the idea because of the reluctance of her
family and Tom to talk about it. Her father's diary finally provides the insight she
seeks, insight she cannot accept until she has visited the Vietham War Memorial
in Washington, D.C.

McBride, James The Color of Water

When James McBride asked his mother, Ruth, what color God was, she told him
He was 'the color of water'. Growing up black in Brooklyn, James wondered at
his mother's light skin, and only later learned she had been born Rachel Shilsky,
an Orthodox Jew. After her family fled from Poland during the war to settle in
Virginia, she escaped her abusive father to live in Harlem, where she married a
black man. She changed her name, founded a Baptist church with her husband
and put 12 high-flying children through college. This double autobiography tells
the story of Ruth and her son, each reflecting the experience of the other as




they grow up in a world where racial categories threaten to overcome personal
identities.
Myers, Walter Dean Monster

"Monster" is what the prosecutor called 16-year-old Steve Harmon for his
supposed role in the fatal shooting of a convenience-store owner. But was Steve
really the lookout who gave the "all clear" to the murderer, or was he just in the
wrong place at the wrong time? In this innovative novel by Walter Dean Myers,
the reader becomes both juror and witness during the trial of Steve's life. To
calm his nerves as he sits in the courtroom, aspiring filmmaker Steve chronicles
the proceedings in movie script format. Interspersed throughout his screenplay
are journal writings that provide insight into Steve's life before the murder and
his feelings about being held in prison during the trial. "They take away your
shoelaces and your belt so you can't kill yourself no matter how bad it is. | guess
making you live is part of the punishment."

2000 Michael L. Printz Awardiiier
Coretta Scott King Award
National Book Award ifalist

Orr, Wendy Peeling the Onion

When an automobile accident leaves Anna with a broken neck and shattered
dreams of a black belt in karate, she is forced to come to terms with a life filled
with previously unimaginable goals--overcoming debilitating pain, concentrating
long enough to complete a simple reading assignment, and sitting and walking
without toppling over. She also must sort through the age-old adolescent
questions: Who am I? What will | do with my life? Who will love me?

Palwick, Susan The Necessary Beggar

Lémabantunk, the Glorious City, is a place of peace and plenty, of festivals and
flowers, bejeweled streets and glittering waterfalls. But it is also a land of
severe justice. Darroti, a young merchant, has been accused of an unforgivable
crime — the brutal murder of a highborn woman. Now, in keeping with the
customs of their world, his entire family must share in his punishment — exile to
the unknown world that lies beyond a mysterious gate.

2006 Alex Award Winner

*** All book descriptions are taken from Amazon.com or a local library web site.
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Albom, Mitch Tuesdays With Morrie

Maybe it was a grandparent, or a teacher, or a colleague. Someone older, patient




and wise, who understood you when you were young and searching, helped you see
the world as a more profound place, gave you sound advice to help you make your
way through it.

For Mitch Albom, that person was Morrie Schwartz, his college professor from
nearly twenty years ago.

Maybe, like Mitch, you lost track of this mentor as you made your way, and the
insights faded, and the world seemed colder. Wouldn't you like to see that person
again, ask the bigger questions that still haunt you, receive wisdom for your busy
life today the way you once did when you were younger?

Mitch Albom had that second chance. He rediscovered Morrie in the last months of
the older man's life. Knowing he was dying, Morrie visited with Mitch in his study
every Tuesday, just as they used to back in college. Their rekindled relationship
turned into one final “class”: lessons in how to live.

Angelou, Maya

| Know Why the Caged Bird Sings

Sent by their mother to live with their devout, self-sufficient grandmother in a small
Southern town, Maya and her brother, Bailey, endure the ache of abandonment
and the prejudice of the local “powhitetrash.” At eight years old and back at her
mother’s side in St. Louis, Maya is attacked by a man many times her age—and has
to live with the consequences for a lifetime. Years later, in San Francisco, Maya
learns about love for herself and the kindness of others, her own strong spirit, and
the ideas of great authors (“I met and fell in love with William Shakespeare”) will
allow her to be free instead of imprisoned.

Baker, Russell

Growing Up

This is Russell Baker's story of growing up in America between the world wars--in
the backwoods mountains of Virginia, in a New Jersey commuter town, and finally
in the Depression-shadowed urban landscape of Baltimore.

Dillard, Annie

An American Childhood

Dillard's account of her childhood until her entrance into Hollins College is
delightful, fast-paced, and full of action. Written in three parts, with a prologue
about her father's brief sea venture when she was eight and an epilogue about her
own children, the book reads like a play: there is excellent character development,
and the vivid descriptions make the reader almost a witness to the events. Dillard
fans will especially appreciate the insight she offers into her early consciousness and
development, while others will enjoy this picture of growing up in the 1950s or
simply the humor and sensitivity of the writing.

Hellman, Lillian

Pentimento

In this widely praised follow-up to her National Book Award--winning first volume of
memoirs, An Unfinished Woman, the legendary playwright Lillian Hellman looks
back at some of the people who, wittingly or unwittingly, exerted profound
influence on her development as a woman and a writer. The portraits include
Hellman's recollection of a lifelong friendship that began in childhood,
reminiscences that formed the basis of the Academy Award winning film Juia.

Kazin, Alfred

A Walker in the City




In A Walker in the CipAlfred Kazin recalls his childhood in the Brownsville section
of Brooklyn with such tactile specificity that readers, too, will smell "that good and
deep odor of lox, of salami, of herrings and half-sour pickles" that emanated from
the neighborhood pushcarts. His story is set in the working-class Jewish community
of New York City in the decade preceding the Great Depression, but this classic
memoir of the first-generation American experience resonates universally. Kazin
depicts his younger self as a smart, unhappy kid who dreamed of escape from a
confining local landscape. He found in books the road map to a freer territory. In
Kazin's case, this was "the city" ("everything just out of Brownsville") whose
glamorous institutions--the New York Public Library, the Metropolitan Museum, the
Brooklyn Botanic Garden--spoke of an American past and an intellectual community
that this son of eastern European immigrants was determined to make his own.
(And he did, with his pioneering 1942 critical work, On Native Groundsgublished
when he was just 27.) Yet Kazin came to understand that the roots he had been so
anxious to tear up were the source of his deepest identity. His loving portrait of his
past acknowledges the crucial importance of belonging, even as it affirms the
compelling necessity of escape. What could be more American?

Mathabane,
Mark

Kaffir Boy

In this powerful account of growing up black in South Africa, a young writer makes
us feel intensely the horrors of apartheid. Living illegally in a shanty outside
Johannesburg, Johannes (renamed Mark) Mathabane and his illiterate family
endured the heartbreak and hopelessness of poverty and the violence of sadistic
police and marauding gangs. He describes his drunken father's attempts to inculcate
his tribal beliefs and to prevent his son from getting an education - the one means
by which he might escape from the ghetto. Encouraged by his determined mother
and grandmother, Mathabane taught himself to read English and play tennis, and,
through the assistance of U.S. tennis star Stan Smith and his own efforts and
intelligence, obtained a tennis scholarship from a South Carolina college in 1978.
Now he is a freelance writer in New York. In the course of relating his inspiring
story, he explains the anger and hate that his country's blacks feel toward white
people and the inevitability of their rebellion against the Afrikaner government.

Rodriguez,
Richard

Hunger of Memory

Hunger of Memory is the story of Mexican-American Richard Rodriguez, who begins
his schooling in Sacramento, California, knowing just 50 words of English, and
concludes his university studies in the stately quiet of the reading room of the
British Museum.

Here is the poignant journey of a minority student who pays the cost of his social
assimilation and academic success with a painful alienation from his past, his
parents, his culture and so describes the high price of making it in middle-class
America.

Provocative in its positions on affirmative action and bilingual education, Hunger of
Memory is a powerful political statement, a profound study of the importance of
language ... and the moving, intimate portrait of a boy struggling to become a man.

Walls, Jeanette

Glass Castle

Walls, who spent years trying to hide her childhood experiences, allows the story to
spill out in this remarkable recollection of growing up. From her current perspective
as a contributor to MSNBC online, she remembers the poverty, hunger, jokes, and

bullying she and her siblings endured, and she looks back at her parents: her flighty,




self-indulgent mother, a Pollyanna unwilling to assume the responsibilities of
parenting, and her father, troubled, brilliant Rex, whose ability to turn his family's
downward-spiraling circumstances into adventures allowed his children to excuse
his imperfections until they grew old enough to understand what he had done to
them and to himself. His grand plans to build a home for the family never evolved:
the hole for the foundation of the "The Glass Castle," as the dream house was called
became the family garbage dump, and, of course, a metaphor for Rex Walls' life.
Shocking, sad, and occasionally bitter, this gracefully written account speaks
candidly, yet with surprising affection, about parents and about the strength of
family ties for both good and.ill.

Welty, Eudora hyS 2NARAGSNRAE . SIAYyyAy3Ta

Among the most beloved of American writers, Eudora Welty's stories and novels
have entertained us for over half a century. Here, in her memoirs, she writes with
her usual candor and grace about how a writer's sensibilities are shaped. As
compelling as her stories, as witty as her personality, as finely honed as her fiction,
Welty's account of her life is a powerful and fulfilling read.

Wolff, Tobias CtKAA .28Q4a [ATFS

Fiction writer Tobias Wolff electrified critics with his scarifying 1989 memoir, which
many deemed as notable for its artful structure and finely wrought prose as for the
events it describes. The story is pretty grim: Teenaged Wolff moves with his
divorced mother from Florida to Utah to Washington State to escape her violent
boyfriend. When she remarries, Wolff finds himself in a bitter battle of wills with his
abusive stepfather, a contest in which the two prove to be more evenly matched
than might have been supposed. Deception, disguise, and illusion are the weapons
the young man learns to employ as he grows up--not bad training for a writer-to-be.
Somber though this tale of family strife is, it is also darkly funny and so artistically
satisfying that most readers come away exhilarated rather than depressed.

*** All book descriptions are taken from Amazon.com or a local library web site.
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Doctorow, E.L. The March

In 1864, Union general William Tecumseh Sherman marched his sixty thousand
troops through Georgia to the sea, and then up into the Carolinas. The army fought
off Confederate forces, demolished cities, and accumulated a borne-along
population of freed blacks and white refugees until all that remained was the
dangerous transient life of the dispossessed and the triumphant. In E. L.
Doctorow’s hands the great march becomes a floating world, a nomadic
consciousness, and an unforgettable reading experience with awesome relevance
to our own times.

2005 National Book Critics Cirdlevard Winner




2006 Pen / Faulkner Award Winner

Farmer, Nancy

The House of the Scorpion

Fields of white opium poppies stretch away over the hills, and uniformed workers
bend over the rows, harvesting the juice. This is the empire of Matteo Alacran, a
feudal drug lord in the country of Opium, which lies between the United States and
Aztlan, formerly Mexico. Field work or any menial tasks are done by "eejits,"
humans in whose brains computer chips have been installed to insure docility.
Alacran, or El Patron, has lived 140 years with the help of transplants from a series
of clones, a common practice among rich men in this world. The intelligence of
clones is usually destroyed at birth, but Matt, the latest of Alacran's doubles, has
been spared because he belongs to El Patron. He grows up in the family's mansion,
alternately caged and despised as an animal and pampered and educated as El
Patron's favorite. Gradually he realizes the fate that is in store for him, and with
the help of Tam Lin, his bluff and kind Scottish bodyguard, he escapes to Aztlan.
There he and other "lost children" are trapped in a more subtle kind of slavery
before Matt can return to Opium to take his rightful place and transform his
country.

2003 Michael L. Printz Honor Award Winner
2002 National Book Award Winner
2002 Newbery Honor Book Award Winner

McCarthy, Cormac

The Road

A father and his son walk alone through burned America. Nothing moves in the
ravaged landscape save the ash on the wind. It is cold enough to crack stones, and
when the snow falls, it is gray. The sky is dark. Their destination is the coast,
although they don’t know what, if anything, awaits them there. They have nothing;
just a pistol to defend themselves against the lawless bands that stalk the road, the
clothes they are wearing, a cart of scavenged food, and each other.

2007 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction

Myers, Walter
Dean

Fallen Angels

A coming-of-age tale for young adults set in the trenches of the Vietnam War in
the late 1960’s, this is the story of Perry, a Harlem teenager who volunteers for the
service when his dream of attending college falls through. Sent to the front lines,
Perry and his platoon come face-to-face with the Vietcong and the real horror of
warfare. But violence and death aren't the only hardships. As Perry struggles to
find virtue in himself and his comrades, he questions why black troops are given
the most dangerous assignments, and why the U.S. is even there at all.

1989 Coretta Scott King Award Winner

Nelson, Pete

Left for Dead

It's an unlikely beginning to what became a momentous, history-changing history
fair project. Eleven-year-old Hunter Scott was watching Jawsone day when he first
heard about the World War Il sinking of the USS Indianapolis. Intrigued, he
investigated further, and discovered a shocking, heartbreaking story behind what
should have been a tale of heroism and patriotism. Torpedoed by a Japanese
submarine, the Indianapolis went down in minutes, taking more than 800 sailors
with it. Several hundred survived, but only after spending days in the open sea




with sharks diminishing their numbers hourly. This is only the beginning of the
tragedy, however. In an effort to make an example of the ship's captain, and in
order to deflect blame from itself, the U.S. Navy unfairly court-martialed the
captain, painfully changing the lives of all the men involved.

Remarque, Erick
Maria

All Quiet on the Western Front

"All Quiet on the Western Front" is probably the most famous anti-war novel ever
written. The story is told by a young 'unknown soldier' in the trenches of Flanders
during the First World War. Through his eyes we see all the realities of war; under
fire, on patrol, waiting in the trenches, at home on leave, and in hospitals and
dressing stations. Although there are vividly described incidents which remain in
mind, there is no sense of adventure here, only the feeling of youth betrayed and a
deceptively simple indictment of war - of any war - told for a whole generation of
victims.

Rosoff, Meg

how i live now
O OSNE 61N KFa GdzNYyAy3 LRAyGa FyR S

Fifteen-year-old Daisy is sent from Manhattan to England to visit her aunt and
cousins she’s never met: three boys near her age, and their little sister. Her aunt
goes away on business soon after Daisy arrives. The next day bombs go off as
London is attacked and occupied by an unnamed enemy.

As power fails, and systems fail, the farm becomes more isolated. Despite the war,
it’s a kind of Eden, with no adults in charge and no rules, a place where Daisy’s
uncanny bond with her cousins grows into something rare and extraordinary. But
the war is everywhere, and Daisy and her cousins must lead each other into a
world that is unknown in the scariest, most elemental way.

2005 Michael L. Printz Award Winner

*** All book descriptions are taken from Amazon.com or a local library web site.
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Kingsolver, Barbara

Poisonwood Bible

The Poisonwood Bible is a story told by the wife and four daughters of Nathan Price, a fierce,
evangelical Baptist who takes his family and mission to the Belgian Congo in 1959. They carry
with them everything they believe they will need from home, but soon find that all of it -- from
garden seeds to Scripture -- is calamitously transformed on African soil. What follows is a
suspenseful epic of one family's tragic undoing and remarkable reconstruction over the course
of three decades in postcolonial Africa.

Foster, Thomas C.

How to Read Literature Like a Professor

What does it mean when a fictional hero takes a journey? Shares a meal? Gets drenched in a
sudden rain shower? Often, there is much more going on in a novel or poem than is readily
visible on the surface -- a symbol, maybe, that remains elusive, or an unexpected twist on a
character -- and there's that sneaking suspicion that the deeper meaning of a literary text




keeps escaping you.

In this practical and amusing guide to literature, Thomas C. Foster shows how easy and
gratifying it is to unlock those hidden truths, and to discover a world where a road leads to a
quest; a shared meal may signify a communion; and rain, whether cleansing or destructive, is
never just rain. Ranging from major themes to literary models, narrative devices, and form,
How to Read térature Like a Professarthe perfect companion for making your reading
experience more enriching, satisfying, and fun.

*** All book descriptions are taken from Amazon.com or a local library web site.




